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Words Explained

Auger: A tool that is used for 
taking soil subsamples

Fertilizer: Something added to the 
soil to help the plants grow

Nutrients: Tiny particles in the soil 
that a crop needs as food

Soil sample: A bag of soil that 
represents the part of the field 
that you want tested

 

Subsample: Soil collected from one 
point in your field

Soil test: The analysis of a soil 
sample to know the nutrient levels 
and the acidity of the soil



Collecting the soil has to be 
done in a clear and organized 
way to get the correct results 
from the soil test. 

!



You need to do a separate soil 
test for each crop and for the 
areas that seem very different 
from the rest of the field. 
Because for each crop and for 
the areas that seem different, 
you may need a different 
fertilizer.

!



For each area you want to test, 
you hand in a sample bag filled 
with soil. For bigger areas, you 
need to collect 1 sample per 5 
acres.

!



To get good advice from your 
soil tests, you need to know the 
fertility of your soil in its natural 
state. This means you collect 
a sample before you add any 
inputs to your field.

!



The 20 subsamples are put all 
together to make up one sample. 
To let the sample represent the 
entire field you need to take the 
20 subsamples in a zigzag (W) 
pattern across your field. 

!



You can scrape the soil from the 
auger by using a stick. Gather all 
your subsamples from one area 
in the bucket. When you don’t 
have an auger, use a panga and 
take a slice from the soil and 
collect the soil in the bucket. 

!



By not taking soil subsamples in 
unusual areas on your farm, you 
make sure your soil sample is 
representative.

!



When your field is ploughed 
don’t take a subsample on top of 
the ridge or at the bottom. Take 
a subsample halfway down the 
ridge.

!



When it rains, the water that 
runs down the hill washes rich 
topsoil from the top to the 
bottom. This is why the ferti-
lity of the soil on the top of a 
hill and the soil at the bottom 
are different. That is why these 
areas need to be fertilized dif-
ferently so you need to get two 
tests done.

!



When filling the SoilCares bag, 
make sure you put more than 
½ Kg of soil. It should weigh no 
more than 1 Kg - the same as a 
bag of flour.

!



Never forget to fill in all your 
information on the bag. Without 
it SoilCares cannot send you the 
results. 

!



You can choose to sample all 
areas in one year or each year a 
different area, but the best op-
tion is to test each area before 
planting.

!



Want to know more? 
info@soilcaresfoundation.com
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This booklet is part of the Soil Testing 
Series of SoilCares Foundation. It explains 
how you can collect a good soil sample 
so you can get an accurate result from 
you soil test.  

Other SoilCares Foundation booklets:
1.  Why should I test my soil?
2.  How do I collect a good soil 
 sample?
3.  What do the recommendations of  
 the soil test report mean?
4.  How and why should I apply  
 fertilizer? 
5.  What are the differences between  
 mineral fertilizers?

Through these training booklets 
SoilCares Foundation wants to show you 
how to take care of your soil – so the 
soil can take care of you.


